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It -1 gives us great pleasure to speak more favorably of Mrs. 
Gilman's last published work. " The Poetry of Travelling " 
is made up of sketches, touched with a light and graceful pencil. 
It is written in a highly descriptive style, and diversified by a 
great variety of interesting scenes. The fine points in the pic- 
turesque parts of the country, which were included in our 
author's travels, have been viewed with a poet's eye, and are 
brought out with an artist's hand. The language is neat, ex- 
pressive, and simple, flowing with a natural ease and propriety. 
The first half of the volume is made up of " Notes of a North- 
ern Excursion," and contains descriptions of the principal 
places, in the Northern States, remarkable either for pictur- 
esque beauty or historical renown. Reminiscences of the 
past are mingled pleasantly with delineations of the present, 
and the parts are connected, by a thread of individual adven- 
ture, enough to give them the interest of a personal journal. 
Not a little is added to the attractiveness of the book by several 
very agreeable little pieces of poetry, suggested by the associa- 
tions of the scenes, in the midst of which they were composed. 
The local sketches of the South are drawn with as much skill 
as those of the North, and will be more interesting, on account 
of their novelty, at least to Northern readers. Mrs. Gilman's 
writings are finely adapted to the promotion of social inter- 
course and kindly feelings between the different parts of the 
United States. No one understands better than she, the ex- 
cellent qualities ofthe Southern character, — its warm and gen- 
erous feelings, and its open-handed hospitality, — and the pe- 
culiar beauties of Southern scenery ; and no one can hold them 
up to the love and admiration of the North in more attractive 
colors. To this end, her literary labors seem to have been 
specially directed ; an end as laudable as the means she has 
often taken are delicate and tasteful. 



4. — Joanna of Naples. By the Author of "Miriam." Boston: 
Hilliard, Gray, & Co. 1838. 12mo. pp. 213. 

The author of this little volume is already well known to the 
literary public by her much applauded tragedy of "Miriam." 
That work has been reviewed at length in the pages of this 
Journal.* " Joanna of Naples" is founded on the historical 
events in the life of that unhappy queen ; a life signalized by 
the greatest misfortunes, and, in the opinion of some, stained 

* Vol. XLV. pp. 312 et seqq. 
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by the most atrocious crimes. The question of her guilt or 
innocence is one of those historical problems, which human 
ingenuity is unable to solve in a manner to set doubts and in- 
quiries at rest. The author of this little tale, obeying her 
sympathies as a woman, and her taste as an artist, has happily 
chosen the favorable view of her heroine's character. Giving 
this color to her narrative, which is as likely to be the truth as 
the opposite, the author has combined the scattered facts, record- 
ed in history, and woven them in with a train of fictitious inci- 
dents, harmonizing with their general character, thus producing 
a story of uncommon beauty and interest. It is perhaps hard- 
ly fair to compare two works, so different in object and spirit 
as "Miriam " and "Joanna" ; but we cannot help giving the 
preference to the latter, in respect both to strength of concep- 
tion, and finish of execution. Its style is marked by a sus- 
tained dignity and power, in admirable keeping with the eleva- 
tion of the subject. It is polished to a very high degree of 
literary completeness ; and, though showing abundant signs of 
the presence of a brilliant poetical imagination, able to pour 
out a profusion of splendid images, yet is tempered down, by 
the restraining influence of a thoroughly cultivated taste, to 
a chastened tone, which will please the reader more during a 
second perusal, than at first. The character of Joanna is 
finely and firmly drawn, according to the author's conception 
of it. The tenderness of the woman, the dignity of the queen, 
and the heroic patience of the martyr, are truly, feelingly, and 
most skilfully blended in this noble delineation ; and this char- 
acter is sustained with perfect consistency through all the 
vicissitudes of the story. Charles of Durazzo is not so suc- 
cessfully handled. The qualities of this character are beyond 
the scope of a woman's experience ; she can know them only 
at second hand ; she has no intuitive knowledge of them from 
the sympathies of her own heart ; and she cannot, therefore, 
represent them with the force of life and reality. This charac- 
ter is not drawn with an unwavering hand. We feel that the 
author has not fully mastered the elements of which it is com- 
posed. We plainly see the faltering and uncertainty of her 
mind, and the perplexity of her imagination. 

We hope the author of this book will employ her rare pow- 
ers of invention, and her admirable command over all the re- 
sources of language, in making further contributions to the 
literature of the country, and thus adding to the high reputa- 
tion she has already gained. 



